
May 2014 
Page 1 

 

2013 – 2014 Board of Directors 
Section Chair, Gavin Tweedie, Exterran 
Gavin.tweedie@exterran.com  
 
Program Chair, Forest Bommarito, Red Willow 
fbommarito@rwpc.us  
 
Secretary, Kristin Weyand, ConocoPhillips 
Kristin.a.weyand@cop.com   
 
Treasurer, Olivia Bommarito, BP 
Olivia.bommarito@bp.com 
 
Young Professionals Chair, Ethan Plunkett, ConocoPhillips 
ethan.t.plunkett@cop.com 
 
Webmaster, Aliph Reena, Dugan Production Corp 
aliph@duganproduction.com 
 
Scholarship Chair, John Thomas, R L Bayless 
jthomas@rlbayless.com 
 
Energy 4 Me Chair, John Roe, Dugan Production Corp 
johnroe@duganproduction.com 
 
Advisor, Tyson Foutz, Foutz Consulting LLC 
tyson@foutzconsulting.com  

 

Contact Us At: 

spe4corners@spemail.org  
 
Four Corners SPE 
P.O. Box 5097 
Farmington, NM 87499 
 

http://connect.spe.org/FourCornersPetroleum  

 

SPE 4 Corners Meeting 

Lunch & Lecture – May 20 
 

Please join us for our final lunch & lecture section meeting of 
the year. SPE Distinguished Lecturer Brad Berg with Anadarko 
will be speaking. 
 
Who:  Brad Berg (Anadarko) will deliver a talk titled 

“Characterizing Shale Plays—The Importance of 
Recognizing What You Don’t Know.” Please see 
the abstract & bio on page 3. 

 
When: Tuesday, 20 May 2014 

11:30 am – 1:00 pm  
 

Where:  San Juan College – Henderson 9012 
 4601 College Blvd. 

 
Cost: $20 with PayPal RSVP, $25 at the door 
 
Please RSVP through the event at the Four Corners 
Section website no later than NOON on Monday, May 19. 
Any RSVP made apart from the SPE website will be charged 
$25 at the door. 

 

2014-15 Board of Directors 

Interested in Serving? 

We will be sending out an online survey very soon to vote for 
the 2014 officers. If you would like to be involved next year, 
please contact any of the current officers at 
spe4corners@spemail.org, and we will be happy to include 
you on the ballot or find a board position for you! 

Elected Positions: Section Chair, Program Chair, Secretary, 
Treasurer 

Appointed Positions: Webmaster, Scholarship Chair, 
Energy4Me Chair, Energy Week Chair, YP Chair 

 

Society of Petroleum Engineers 
Four Corners Petroleum Section 

May 2014 Newsletter 
www.spe.org 
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2014 Oilman’s Shootout 

Thank You from Section Chair 

Thank you to all those that helped support this year’s SPE 
Oilman’s Shootout. This year’s event was a great success with 
17 teams shooting—a lot of fun was had by everyone that 
attended. 

This year we raised $4,340 that will be used to support our 
scholarship program and help send local students to college 
and post-secondary education. Without the support of 
companies in this area we would not be able to help as many 
kids reach their goals of higher education. 

We have a large number of Scholarship applications this year 
and have seen some very good candidates. We expect to have 
selected the successful applicants soon and award the 
scholarships later this month.  

We look forward to future support and we welcome any 
suggestions you have to improve the success of this event.  

Regards, 

Gavin Tweedie, PE 

SPE Four Corners Section Chairperson 

 

Congratulations! 

Forest Bommarito Receives SPE Award 

Forest Bommarito was awarded the Outstanding Service 
Award for the SPE Southwestern North America region for 
2014. Forest was recognized for his contribution to SPE, the 
industry, and the community at the Regional Awards Banquet 
held in Midland on May 8th. 

Forest has served on the SPE Four Corners Board of Directors 
since moving here from Alaska in 2012. 

Energy Week 2014 

Reaching over 1000 Students in 10 days 

Over 1000 students from nine local middle schools attended 
the 8th Annual Energy Week. This event brings eighth grade 
science classes to the Farmington Museum over the course of 
two weeks. By touring the museum, seeing the outdoor 
displays of oilfield equipment, and hearing from industry 
members, the students gain an informed perspective about a 
very important industry in the area. 

Many thanks to the following companies that provided 
volunteers and/or grants that made this event possible: 

 Merrion Oil & Gas 

 Energen 

 EnCana 

 DJ Simmons 

 Synergy 

 WPX 

 XTO 

 Bayless 

 Dugan 

 ConocoPhillips 

This year, a showing of the documentary Frack Nation was 

also offered free to the public during Energy Week.

 

Scholarship Awards  

The Four Corners SPE section annual scholarship recipients 
will be announced at the May section meeting. 

 

4Corners Short Course 

September 17 & 18 – San Juan College 

Registration is now open for an SPE 2-day short course 
offered by your local section! 

“Artificial Lift and Production Optimization 
Solutions” 

Register before September 3rd to receive members-only pricing 
of $1400. 

See the advertisement on Page 5 and visit the website for 
more information and to register.

 

David Simpson Presenting in 
Houston 

David Simpson (MuleShoe Engineering) will be presenting his 
paper “Facilities Selection Impacts Reservoir Performance” at 
the SPE Hydrocarbon Economics & Evaluation Symposium to 
be held in Houston on May 19-20. The paper addresses 
facilities on CBM and Coal Seal Gas fields around the world. 

Read the preliminary paper here. Best of luck to David! 
 

 
  

http://www.spe.org/training/courses/ALP.php
http://www.muleshoe-eng.com/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/spe-166937-ms.pdf
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2013-2014 

SPE FOUR CORNERS 
SPEAKER 

Brad Berg, Anadarko 

Tuesday, 20 May 2014 

 

 

Brad Berg serves as Reservoir 

Engineering Manager for U.S. 

Onshore Exploration with Anadarko 

Petroleum Corporation. 

 
Characterizing Shale Plays –  
The Importance of Recognizing What You Don’t Know 

 

Abstract 

 

Shale plays typically exhibit much more uncertainty in individual well performance than 

conventional reservoirs. Understanding this uncertainty is particularly critical during the 

exploration drilling program when one has relatively few wells on which to base decisions. A 

systematic approach to understanding and managing this uncertainty can be used to address 

key questions during the early phases of a drilling program, including "how many wells do I 

need to drill before I have confidence in the results?" and "does the well performance I’ve seen 

to date provide the encouragement needed to keep drilling?" To answer these questions, one 

must quantify the uncertainty surrounding individual well results. Key elements of this 

evaluation process include: 1) identifying analogs that can provide insights into the level of well 

performance uncertainty to expect; 2) stochastically modeling the potential range of well results 

from the testing program; 3) deciding what level of risk is acceptable to the decision-makers; 

and 4) planning and executing a testing program that incorporates these elements. 

 

The primary take-away from this presentation is that it is critical to recognize, and properly 

characterize, uncertainty in shale well production performance when planning an exploration 

drilling program in shale plays. Without such an approach, the commercial potential of a play 

may not be adequately characterized, leaving the decision-makers without the information 

needed to determine the path forward. Understanding the uncertainty in well performance, and 

planning for it, will lead to more efficient exploration activity, and better informed decision-

making. 

Speaker Biography 

 

Brad Berg serves as Reservoir Engineering Manager for U.S. Onshore Exploration with 

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation. His responsibilities include advising senior management on 

the commercial viability of opportunities in the company's diverse exploration portfolio. In his 

current role, he has been instrumental in developing the methodology and tools that Anadarko 

uses to evaluate unconventional resource plays. His team has assisted in the evaluation, 

capture, and appraisal of Anadarko's positions in the Marcellus, Maverick EagleFord, Avalon, 

and Ohio Utica shale plays, and they continue to support exploration efforts in other promising 

areas of the U.S. onshore. Brad has also served as the Reservoir Engineering Manager for 

Anadarko's Gulf of Mexico deepwater exploration team, asset manager for the mid-continent 

U.S. region, and has also contributed to the development of several world class conventional 

reservoirs including the Prudhoe Bay, Kuparuk, and Alpine fields in Alaska. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=otnhC4WQaWauJM&tbnid=Mfw_5nhADEp7EM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.spegcs.org/events/2444/&ei=nNtsU_aGF8Wu8AGSjIHoDQ&bvm=bv.66330100,d.b2U&psig=AFQjCNHmq8OvUDJj7ft2Qb7nLo_AIpau2w&ust=1399729432259714
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Many thanks to our 2014 Oilman Shootout sponsors! 

 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS 

 
 

LUNCH SPONSOR      RAFFLE SPONSOR 

       

RANGE SPONSORS 

 

  
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=jAjjI4uezqkrHM&tbnid=7fuYdEJMtx-B3M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcpablog.com%2Fblog%2F2012%2F7%2F30%2Fhalliburton-opens-new-investigation.html&ei=9XdyU5S1N8bvoATEnYL4Cw&bvm=bv.66330100,d.b2U&psig=AFQjCNHmq7ib9q1Har2hW0sImRuQann4tw&ust=1400097112643020
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http://www.spe.org/training/courses/ALP.php
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Register at www.sanjuancollege.edu/kidskollege  

 
 

http://www.sanjuancollege.edu/kidskollege
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SPE International Upcoming Events 
It’s never too early to plan for… 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.urtec.org/?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRonvqzLZKXonjHpfsX57+grWa+3lMI/0ER3fOvrPUfGjI4DTcRnI+SLDwEYGJlv6SgFQrPGMaxszrgNUxY=

